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Hatcher Pass – East side fully open to snowmachines 
 
(Palmer, AK) – The winter storm over the weekend has allowed the full opening of Hatcher Pass – East side to 

snowmachine use, but all recreationists are advised to use extreme caution due to the unstable snowpack.  

 

The opening includes all areas normally open to snowmobiles. Park staff has determined that sufficient snow 

cover now exists to protect underlying vegetation in the area.  

 

Heavy snow and high winds have resulted in an unstable snowpack that has resulted in numerous avalanches 

being triggered by recreationists and at least two partial burials have occurred. Extreme caution is advised 

with all backcountry travel in Hatcher Pass.  Snow condition reports are updated frequently at the Alaska State 

Park’s website. 

 

Remember, all snowmachines must be registered with the Division of Motor Vehicles to legally operate on 

public land. 

 

CONTACT:  Wayne Biessel, Park Superintendent, 907-745-8935, wayne.biessel@alaska.gov 

 

### 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

DNR Newsroom: http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/dnr_newsroom.htm  

DNR on Social Media:  http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/social_media.htm  

DNR Public Information Center: http://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/pic/ 
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